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their win all or lose all, in which he delights* Even the
announcement of his coming caused a slump in the
determination of the rebellious Liberals; and they awaited
the day with words of defiance on their lips, but with
trepidation in their hearts.
On the day previous to the meeting of the convention,
Lloyd George arrived at Cardiff; and at a meeting of the
executive, that very afternoon, he won his first victory.
Resolutions which amounted to a vote of censure on
the Government were so amended that they amounted
to little more than friendly exhortation. It remained
to be seen whether the 2,500 delegates next day would
be so easily deflected from their purpose* When several
speeches had been delivered, some friendly, others defiant,
Lloyd George rose to address the meeting. He began
tactfully, declaring that he rejoiced at these signs of
uneasiness in Wales, since they clearly indicated an un-
diminished determination to cany Disestablishment into
law* But why blame the Government ? Above all, why be
guilty of the folly of dividing the forces of Liberalism?
Nothing could be done, he went on, until the House of
Lords had been defeated; and to bring about that consumma-
tion, every Liberal vote in the country would be required.
The audience, however, was still dissatisfied; and at that
point, the Reverend Evan Jones, of Caernarvon, the chief
leader of the revolt, as he was also one of the chief leaders of
Welsh Liberalism, sprang to his feet, and put to Lloyd
George the explicit interrogatory: te If a Disestablishment
Bill has not been introduced when the Government dissolves,
will the question go before the country? " When Lloyd
George replied to this question with an emphatic
" Certainly ", there was general applause, and the back of
the revolt had been broken. Lloyd George knew that he
had won a victory; nevertheless, to make the matter sure,